Max Hall - British Junior Champion 2024
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Max Hall secures victory at BJC in thrilling BU9 finals

Max Hall of Yorkshire has emerged
victorious at the 2024 ProAir British
Junior Squash Championship in the Boys
Under 9 category, cementing his place as
a rising star in junior squash. The
prestigious event, held from October 31
to November 3, saw Hall overcome a
series of tough opponents to claim the
gold medal in an intense and dramatic
final.
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The BU9 competition, structured into a
group format, culminated in a high-stakes
battle between the top two seeds, Max
Hall (1) and Keaton Fiander-Derry (2) of
Surrey. The final was a tightly contested
five-game match that showcased both
players' exceptional skills, determination,
and mental fortitude.
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Fiander-Derry, known for his fast
movement and powerful two-handed
backhand, started strong, taking an early
lead, winning the first game 11-6. Max
Hall responded positively in the second
game, winning 11-7 to level the match.
Fiander-Derry then came back fiercely to
claim the third game 11-6 and put himself
one game away from victory.

However, Max Hall displayed remarkable
resilience and strategic brilliance in the
fourth game. His precise shots, tight
drops, and intelligent use of space left
Fiander-Derry scrambling, allowing Hall to
dominate with an 11-4 win, levelling the
match at two games apiece.




The fifth and final game was a nail-biting affair, with both
players feeling the pressure of the occasion. Fiander-Derry
started strong, but Hall refused to let him gain any significant
advantage. Despite some unforced errors from both due to
nerves, Hall maintained his composure, eventually securing the
match 11-9 after four match points, claiming the gold medal and
the prestigious title. Hall’s journey to the top was marked by
consistency and improvement.

In the opening match of the final group for positions 1-4, Hall
had already defeated Cristian Law of Hertfordshire in a
convincing 3-1 victory, reversing the outcome of their previous
encounter four months earlier. This win showcased Hall's growth
and preparation, as he made fewer errors and played with the
consistency expected of a top seed.

In the final match against Eyad, who had exceeded expectations
throughout the tournament, Hall once again proved his
dominance. Despite some nerves, he secured a straightforward
3-0 victory, ensuring his unbeaten record in the group stage and
crowning himself as the British Junior Champion for the first
time.

Max Hall's triumph at the British Junior Squash Championship
2024 is a testament to his hard work, dedication, and talent. His
ability to overcome strong opponents and handle pressure with
poise suggests a bright future in the world of squash.

Congratulations to Max Hall on his well-deserved victory and to
all the competitors who showcased incredible skill and
sportsmanship throughout the tournament.

“It was a fantastic effort from Max throughout the competition, and it
was an incredible achievement for him to win such a prestigious
event. His build up to the BJC was very impressive, he was incredibly
focused during this time and worked extremely hard (it even included
early morning training sessions before school!). Max has all the
attributes to progress and develop into a very strong player, if he
keeps enjoying the sport, working hard, and dedicating his time on
court. | wish him every success in the future, and | look forward to
helping in his journey towards further competition wins”. Coach
(Andy Cockerill)




